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order of a Court for the sale of the laud of an Arab or an African
can be executed. Mr. Meuon was of opinion that this Decree was
unobjectionable provided the racial distinction it made was replaced
by a distinction between agriculturists and non-agriculturists and
protection was afforded to rights arising from past transactions. As
the Government of Zanzibar proposed to appoint a Commission to
go into the whole question of agricultural indebtedness in the Pro-
tectorate, he recommended that representations regarding this
Decree might be postponed till the Commission's report had been
received and considered. This recommendation was accepted by the
Government of India, who were awaiting the report in question at
the end of the year under review.

Ceylon               The improvement in the rubber industry noticed last year was

Malaya. maintained during the period under review, though some diminution
occurred in the demand for labour. This was only natural in view
of the rubber restriction scheme, mentioned in an earlier chapter,
which was mainly responsible for the revival. In order to avoid
overstocking of the labour market and consequent depression of
wages, recruitment for estates in Ceylon was severely restricted. In
the case of Malaya, assistance to emigrate was limited to labourer*
necessary to meet the requirements of the rubber and other industries
in that country. Assisted emigration, which had been permitted
for a year with effect from May 1934, was allowed to conturae till
the end of January 1936, subject to a further quota.

Another matter which affected Indians in Ceylon was the passing
of the Land Development 'Ordinance, which aims at the systematic
development of crown land and provides inter alia for preferential
grants of such land to middle-class Ceylonese in certain cases. The
term " Ceylonese " as defined in the Ordinance was open to objec-
tion from the standpoint of the Indian community in the island. The
Government of India therefore urged that the definition should
include Indians who could not claim a domicile of origin but were
permanently settled in Ceylon. Unfortunately this representation
proved -unsuccessful,